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From the Office:
An important reminder: Parents, please keep a close
eye on your kids and be safe. There was a recent
incident where a villager was injured by a very young
cyclist coming down the ramp at the municipal
building.

From the Ad-Hoc Water Committee:
The Ad Hoc Water Committee has put together
information on water filters. These packets are
available at the Village Office for all who are interested.

Poisoning Small Animals is Risky and Illegal
By Cecily Bailey

Squirrels, chipmunks, ground hogs and other small animals are very plentiful in upstate New York. They
are sometimes considered nuisances because they may get into attics, wall voids, and crawl spaces. These
small animals may enter human living spaces, posing other problems.
Problem or nuisance, it is against state and federal laws to poison or relocate any of these animals. In fact,
it is illegal to kill these animals unless you have a permit.
Poison kills indiscriminately. Small animals are often eaten by birds of prey, such as hawks, owls, and
eagles. A poisoned rodent set upon by a bird of prey might then cause the bird to die. Other predators
such as foxes, coyotes, and raccoons, can also die from secondary poisoning.
A worse scenario can result from a family pet exposed to the poison. Even children can be in danger if
they touch the poisoned animal. According to NYS Environmental law (S 33-0303), the commissioner is
empowered to create regulations and rules “in order to avoid confusion endangering the public health, or
the life or health of any other non-target organisms… and to create consistency with other agencies and
the federal government.”
There are hundreds of different state and federal regulations covering every aspect of pesticide and
chemical use. Before you choose any bait or even think about using it, make sure you’re familiar with
regulations. A “legal” pesticide or chemical sold in stores is only legal for specified uses and often only by
licensed professionals. There is no registered poison for squirrels. There is no legal poison for
squirrels.
You are mistaken if you think mouse and rat poisons or traps will work as advertised. You are likely to be
left with a suffering animal stuck between walls suffering a slow and very smelly death. Still, these traps
and poisons carry all of the above-mentioned potential problems and are illegal for off-label use. Breaking
the law can create more problems than squirrels in your attic.
If you have nuisance or problem small animals, it is advisable to remove them properly.
Consult a Professional-- Squirrel removal from an attic or structure requires a true professional, the
trapper should have a trained eye for entry points, have experience in animal removal and exclusion
services. In New York State, the trapper should be licensed.
Nuisance Wildlife Control License--License Details
This license authorizes an individual to take/trap, transport and release wildlife whenever the animal
becomes a nuisance, destroys property or threatens public safety. The individual can conduct these
activities for commercial purposes or as an employee of a municipality. If you have a nuisance wildlife
problem, visit http://www.dec.ny.gov and search for “Licensed Nuisance Wildlife Control Operator.”
You can plug in Saratoga County and get a long list. You can also search the Web.
There are certain times of year when licensed hunters can hunt squirrels for sport or food. Let’s not feed
our hunters any poisons.
For more information, call the NYS DEC Region 5 headquarters at 518.623.1200.
If you want to report poisoning activity, use the same number and ask for law enforcement.

From The Mayor

Village’s Updated Comprehensive Plan Available For Review
A three-year effort to update the Village of Round Lake’s Comprehensive Plan is
complete and copies of the draft document are available for public review, both
online and in hard copy.
The Comprehensive Plan is a forward-looking document that sets goals and
objectives for the future in an effort to maintain and enhance the village’s unique
ambiance and attractive character.
This document offers a path for the future. In it, you’ll find topics devoted to
historic preservation, environmental conservation, development guidelines, and
maps.
The plan divides the entire village into three specific districts that consider its
historic core, need for rural preservation and highlights ecologically sensitive
areas.
What you won’t find in the Comprehensive Plan are changes to village zoning or
codes. Zoning and code changes that reflect the goals of the Comprehensive Plan
will follow the plan’s adoption.
The plan was last updated in 2000. For the new version, Gary Putman, Dianne
Marchand and I edited the older document and eliminated out-dated and
redundant material, and included new information relating to a variety of village
issues. We did so in consultation with Jim Carter, a Long Island-based attorney and
former U.S. Navy admiral who has extensive experience in this type of municipal
planning.
It’s important to note that the new plan is a draft and subject to change. That’s
where you come in. We encourage all residents to get a copy of the plan, read it,
and offer us your thoughts. We will soon schedule a public hearing to take
comments and suggestions.
Thanks to all of you for your interest in this matter.
Sincerely,
Mayor Tom Bergin

