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Establishment of Rules: Definitions
The following rules and regulations set forth in this Policy are established by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Round. The word “Consumer” as used in these rules and regulations is the owner of any property within the Village which is served, or required to be served, by the Village Water District.  

These rules and regulations supplement Chapter 175 Water as adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Round Lake 12-3-2003 by L.L. No. 3-2003, as the same is from time-to-time amended.  In the event of conflict between this Policy and the rules and regulations articulated hereunder, Chapter 175 shall control. The Village of Round Lake shall follow the determination of Saratoga County Sewer District #1 in designating the number of units per dwelling.
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Permits
Application for a water service pipe from the street main to the curb must be in writing. The application for this service must be administered two (2) weeks prior to commencing work. A street opening permit must be issued from the Village office and a Dig Safely New York request must be made. All excavations and backfills necessary for the installations of said service pipe and tapping of the main is to be made by the Consumer, who assumes all liability in case of damage of any kind which may arise during the progress of the work or by reason thereof. Red signal lights, railings and all other necessary means of protection against accidents shall be provided by the applicant.

Taps
A. A Building Permit must be obtained from the Village of Round Lake before any tapping may be completed. The tapping must be completed by a qualified and insured contractor under the supervision of the Department of Public Works.  No person, other than employees of the Department of Public Works or a qualified and insured contractor, shall tap any main or pipe or tap any pipe laid for the purpose or with the intent of supplying water facilities to themselves or to other persons or premises or for other purposes than those for which such pipes were first permitted to be laid. (Farone Amedore and Belmonte are exempt).
B. No water main may be tapped after November 1st or before April 1st, in each year except as may be permitted for emergencies, as determined by the Department of Public Works. . (Farone Amedore and Belmonte are exempt).

Cost of Installation
The entire cost of materials and installation of said service from the street main to the building is at the expense of the Consumer. The installation of the service from the curb stop to the property must be done by the Consumer.

Pipe Specifications
All service pipes used to serve residential homes and small commercial businesses (3/4” through 2”) from the water main to the curb stop and from the curb stop to the building will be type K copper. The pipe between the curb stop and the building will be one continuous length, with no connections, if sixty (60) feet or less. If the length of the pipe is over sixty (60) feet, there will be the minimum number of connections. No sweat joints will be allowed. The service pipe used for large commercial businesses, two (2) inches or over in size, shall be cast-iron or ductile iron pipe from the water main to inside the building.  Exceptions may be granted in writing by the Superintendent of Public Works.

Laying of Service Pipes
Service pipes will be required to be laid not less than fifty-four (54) inches below the surface of the earth. This applies to the established grade where it has been fixed. A water service cannot be laid in the same trench with a sewer lateral and shall have a minimum of four (4) feet horizontal clearance from any sewer lateral. No trench will be backfilled in any manner before inspection for leaks and clearances are made by the Department of Public Works. 

Trench Opening and Backfilling
The trench opening by the Consumer or contractor for tapping of a water main or for the installation of the water lateral shall be of sufficient size and have the proper safety precaution to accommodate the work to be accomplished. The Consumer or contractor will make alterations to the opening as instructed by the Department of Public Works. The backfilling of the trench will be made by the owner or the contractor. The material used will be sand in the immediate area around the pipe to a depth of one (1) foot. The remainder of the trench will be back-run gravel, tamped every eighteen (18) inches until the trench is backfilled to original grade.

Maintenance of Service Pipe
The Consumer’s service pipe is required to be maintained in perfect order, at his own expense., Failure to make necessary repairs after due notice by the Department of Public Works will result in the water being turned off until such time that satisfactory repairs are made.

Backflow Preventors
Where required by the New York State Department of Health Sanitary Code Part 5, or local ordinance, a backflow preventor of a suitable type that is currently approved by the Health Department must be installed at the Consumer’s expense.

Cross-Connection Control
No Consumer is allowed any cross-connection from any other source of water (see rules and regulations, part 5 of the NYS Health Department). If such cross-connections are found, the water from the Village of Round Lake will be turned off immediately to prevent contamination of the municipal water system. 

Operation of Curb Stops
Curb stops my only be operated by the Department of Public Works.Meters
A. All water services except those used exclusively for fire purposes shall be metered. Meters shall be obtained from the Village and all municipal repairs and testing must be by the Village.
B. Residential water meters up to and including three-fourths inch shall be furnished by the Village at no cost. Damage to the meter is the responsibility of the homeowner, including cost of removal, repair, testing and replacement.
C. Water meters one (1) inch and larger shall be purchased by the Consumer. Cost of maintenance of and damage to the meter is the responsibility of the owner of the property where the meter is installed, including cost for removal, repair, testing and replacement.

Testing and Repair of Meters
The Department of Public Works may conduct periodic tests on all meters so as to verify the meter is in proper working condition. The Village will pay all costs for routine testing and maintenance on one-half inch through two inch meters. The Consumer will pay all repair costs of meters and components broken. The Department of Public Works may have all meters larger than two (2) inches in size routinely tested every four (4) years or as needed. The Consumer will pay all of testing and repairing on meters larger than two (2) inches.

Location of Meters
All water meters must be placed in an accessible part of the building or basement so that they may be read or removed. When a meter must be placed in a pit, the Consumer must obtain specifications from the Department of Public Works A shut-off valve must be placed ahead of the meter just inside of the basement or pit wall into which the service pipe extends,. On all water meters two (2) inches and larger, a bypass must be installed under Department of Public Works specifications. All water meters must be in a heated or insulated environment to eliminate freezing.

Breaking of Seals
All water meters, when set, shall be sealed to prevent tampering. No person except an authorized employee of the Village of Round Lake shall break such seals. 

Inspections
Any employee of the Department of Public Works, upon proper identification and to the extent permitted by law, shall have the right to enter any premises where municipal water is being supplied for the purposes of inspecting, installing, removing or reading a meter, plumbing and fixtures of the water service and all work in connection with the service.

Liability
In the event of an emergency, including but not limited to breaks in a water main, the Village of Round Lake shall not be liable for any damage which may result to any person or premises from the shutting off of the water from any main or service for any purpose whatever, even in cases where notification is not given.

Fire Prevention Services and Costs
Failure to maintain an on-premises fire prevention service may, at the discretion of the Village and after due notice, result in the water being turned off. When the Consumer desires to make a flow test or to make repairs to the fire service system, except in emergencies, the Consumer or the representative must give the Village one (1) week advance notice before commencing such testing or repairs.


Abandonment of Services
When a building is torn down and/or water service is no longer required to the property, the owner of that property is required to excavate at the water main at their expense. The abandoned water line will be disconnected by a Village employee and the owner is then required to refill the excavated area. Department of Public Works shall perform the actual disconnection. There will be a charge for the disconnection. Failure to disconnect will require the property Consumer to pay an annual service charge.

Estimated Use
If a meter fails to accurately record the amount of water used, the Consumer shall be charged at the average daily consumption rate during corresponding period of the previous year, if available. The same practice shall be followed in the event that the meter cannot be read.  In cases where such information is not available or relevant, the Village Board of Trustees shall set the cost of water service for the time water was provided.  The Board’s determination may be appealed through a proceeding brought pursuant to New York’s Civil Practice Law and Rules Article 78.

Responsibility for Water Rent
The owner of any premises which is supplied with water shall be liable for charges of the water used or other expenses in connection with such water service. If such sums for any reason cannot be collected from the Consumer, the charges shall become a lien against the property, notwithstanding that said premises may have changed ownership. The sum due, if it cannot be collected from the Consumer, will be relevied on the tax roll. Where there are two (2) or more tenants occupying a property equipped with only one (1) meter, the water rent shall be billed directly to the property owner and in no case to the tenant.

Nonpayment of Bills: 
Water bills will be rendered by the Village twice yearly in or about June and December.  Reasonable effort will be made by the Village to assure that each Consumer is made aware of what is owed for his or her service, but Consumers have an affirmative duty to make water rent payments when due.

Other charges shall be billed immediately after services are rendered. Any unpaid charges including penalties shall be added to the next regular water bill.

Payments made after 30 days from the billing date must include a penalty of 5% of the unpaid bill, and that amount is increased by 1.5% on each consecutive month up until 9.5% penalty is reached.

Unpaid water bills are a lien upon the real property upon which or in connection with which the water was used. Village properties water system bills that are delinquent as of April 30th of each year will be placed in the annual tax rolls and collected with the Village property tax.

Partial payments or payments which do not include all water service charges, accrued penalties, fees and other charges as set forth in these rules and regulations will not be accepted.


Meter Readings
Water meter readings will be taken bi-annually, (about May 15 and November 15) or as otherwise determined by the Village Board. 

User Restrictions
The Village Board reserves the right to order the restrictions to and/or the discontinuance of various uses of water whenever and for whatever period it deems necessary to the interests of water system and its users. If a user fails to comply with such an order, the Village may stop the supply of water to that user without further notice or take such other action as is reasonably necessary.  Users may not permit water to run to waste or supply it to others.

Buildings with Multiple Meters
In any building with multiple meters, there shall be a main water shutoff just inside the wall and individual shutoffs for each meter in the building.

Enlargement of Service
When a Consumer or tenant (with the Consumer’s permission) requires more water than the existing water pipe can deliver, it is the responsibility of the Consumer to pay the cost of the enlargement of said waterline from the water main to the building. The enlargement of the waterline will be considered the same as a new water service and all applications and permits must be applied for prior to the change.

Repair and Maintenance of Line; Costs
No person or contractor will attempt to dig up or repair any waterline prior to the service meter valve at any time other than during the normal working hours of the Department of Public Works. If and when an employee of the Department of Public Works is required to respond to turn off the water due to attempted repairs, either internal or external, the Consumer or the tenant requesting the Department of Public Works employee to respond will be billed for the actual call-out cost to the Village. If the Consumer does not pay the call out cost, the amount billed will be levied on the tax rolls.

Checks Returned for Insufficient Funds
Any person, firm or corporation who has paid his or its utility bill by check and the check has been returned for insufficient funds or any other reason, will be required to pay the Village’s Returned Check Fee of $30., 

Water Rents and Fees
A unit for the purposes of billing is a room or group of rooms providing complete housekeeping facilities for one family and occupied by a single family unit. 

A family is one or more persons who live together as a single housekeeping unit and maintain a common household, as distinguished from a group occupying a boarding house, lodge, club, fraternity or hotel and may consist of a single person or of two or more persons, whether or not related by blood, marriage, or adoption and may also include domestic servants and gratuitous guests.


	Permit inspection of tap and water meter 
	$400            

	Permanent disconnect
	$100

	Temporary shut off or turn on
	>1 hr $50/hr

	Annual base rate per unit (updated annually)
	398.00

	Service Charge(Shut-off rate):
	1/3 flat-rate charge

	The Shut-off rate is applied when water  service is shut off for one year or more. This is in lieu of an annual base rate)
	

	Rate per 1000 gallon (Updated annually)
	 $               3.97




The Round Lake Fire House, and the Round Lake Community Gardens will be billed for water usage only.  
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